Paradigm case analysis and stimulated recall: strategies for developing clinical reasoning skills.
Development of clinical reasoning skills was a major objective of a collaborative venture between a university school of nursing and a tertiary care teaching hospital. Two elective courses and an 8-month practicum were offered at the graduate level to students specializing in perinatal nursing. Through analysis of their own cases and those of clinical experts, students gained expertise in tracing the development of their decision-making skills. In the clinical practicum, where it was less feasible for the student and preceptor to withdraw from the clinical setting to discuss the decision-making process, "stimulated recall" was employed. This strategy uses segments of nurses' actual practice, on site, at the time of care delivery. In this way, the total context of the clinical reasoning process of nurses can be examined. In this paper, the two strategies are discussed with illustrations from the actual teaching/learning situations.